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Interview with the Guardians – 2021 Holiday Edition 

 

My shoes crunch on the gravel as I stroll up the driveway to the Guardian mansion. It 

feels like forever since I was last here. Even though I’ve chatted with them over the past few 

months, it’s nothing like sitting down and catching up on all the gossip. I’m excited. I’m sure 

EJ is bursting at the seams to tell me. 

Stepping up onto the porch, I go to knock, but the door opens before I get a chance. 

Raven stands in the threshold, wearing a black button down, the sleeves rolled up to just 

above his elbow, and a pair of dark denim jeans. His hair is a little longer than when I saw 

him last, styled haphazardly, that kind of reminds me of Blaine. Funny how I never really 

noticed the resemblance before now. 

 

Raven: Thank god you’re here. 

Me: (shakes off thoughts of Blaine) What’s wrong? 

 

The tense expression on his face says enough. Someone is either about to throw something 

(probably Raine) or he’s about to rip someone’s wings off (probably EJ’s).  
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Raven: (holds his arm out for me to enter) You’ll see. 

 

Inside, Raven takes my coat and hangs it before leading me into the main living room. I 

pause at the top of the landing. Below is…chaos. That’s the only word I can think of to 

describe the scene. Why I expected a nice, intimate, quiet gathering, I’d never know. This is 

the complete opposite. I feel like fireballs are going to shoot across the living room any 

minute. 

 

Raven: (groans) Decorate a Christmas tree, they say. It’ll be fun, they say. Like 

fucking hell it will be. 

Me: I, ah, might need a drink. 

Raven: (grabs bourbon off the side table) Take the bottle, you’ll need it. 

 

I laugh, even though, I think he might be right. The scene reminds me of those Griswold 

family Christmas movies, but with way more lights and sparkly tinsel. If that’s even possible. 

Aric sits on the leather couch, drink in hand, looking like someone poisoned his best 

whiskey. I snort when my gaze lands on River, who’s wearing the brightest, sparkiest shirt 

I’ve ever seen, covered in red and white stripped candy canes. Like, covered. Raine is there 

too, a stark contrast to her brother dressed all in black, except for her patent leather red heels. 

She leans in, hand of hip, inspecting River’s box of decorations. Raven’s earlier comment 

comes back to me. I wonder if I should tell them they’re missing the most important thing…a 

tree. Nah, I’m sure they’ll figure it out.  

 

River: (turns to me with tinsel wrapped around his neck like a feather boa) Welcome!  

Me: (laughs) It looks like I came at the perfect time.   
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River: (lowers voice all serious) It’s about to go down. 

 

I slide my gaze to Raine, who greets me with a slight chin tip. I think she’s almost forgiven 

me for, you know…making her feel. But I’m not brave enough to ask. Instead, I move into 

the living room and sit across from Aric. 

 

Aric: It’s good to see you again. 

 Me: Likewise. 

 Aric:  (sips his drink) What a night to visit. 

Me: (laughs at River spinning around, detangling the tinsel from his neck) So it 

seems. Where’re the others? 

Raven: (sits in the armchair) The girls are on a last-minute shopping trip and EJ’s 

picking up the tree. He wanted to decorate it before they got home. But 

(motions to the decorations strewn over the floor) things got out of hand. 

 

EJ is responsible for picking up the tree? Oh, this is worse than I thought. 

 

 Raine: Watch out!  

 

I turn as River trips on a wicker basket of baubles, causing them to topple over the floor. It’s 

always chaotic when I come here, but tonight is next level. I jump off the couch and chase the 

balls around the living room, returning them back into the basket. Just as we collect the last 

one, the front door slams open. 

  

Raine: (eye roll) Here we go. 
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There’s lots of huffing and swearing coming from the entrance, and I lean to one side to see 

around the corner. EJ has his back to me, hauling the biggest, and I mean the biggest, tree 

I’ve ever seen, through the door. I don’t think it’s going to fit.  

 

 EJ: Push, Reaper.  

 Cole: (shouts from somewhere outside) What do you think I’m doing? 

 

It takes a good ten minutes before they squeeze the tree through the doorway, possibly now 

with a few broken branches. Aric and Raven just sit there, ignoring the antics as though 

they’re in their own peaceful world (or wishing they were). EJ shouts directions at Cole, and 

finally they both drag the tree down the steps into the living room, leaving a trail of pine 

needles along the floor. 

  

EJ:  (pauses, puffing) Where do you want it, Rave? 

 Raven: (screws up his face) Don’t drag me into this. It wasn’t my idea. 

Aric: Actually, man, it was. You said Tayla would love a tree decorated this year 

and then this shithead (motions to EJ) took it literally.  

Raven: (groans) I don’t care. You decide. 

Raine: It would look best over in the far corner, opposite the fireplace, so the light 

can reflect off the ornaments. 

Everyone: (slowly blinks, staring at Raine) 

Raine: (throws hands in air) What? It would. 

EJ: Alright, in the corner it is. Heave-ho, Reaper. 
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EJ backs farther into the living room, dragging the tree toward the corner, with Cole pushing 

from the bottom. As they pass Raven, a branch smacks him in the head.  

 

 Raven: (moves to sit beside Aric) This is a fucking nightmare. 

 Aric: (laughs) Yep. 

 

Part of me wants to help, but the other part is loving sitting back watching how it all unfolds 

and wondering how long it will take until someone snaps. Once in the corner, River, EJ and 

Cole work together to stand up the enormous tree. The tip almost reaches the lofty ceiling. 

Where did they find a tree this tall, and how the heck are they going to decorate it? Also, the 

tree leans into the wall at a weird angle, as though any second, it’ll topple over.  

 

 Aric: (snorts) Where’s the stand thing for the bottom? 

 EJ: (confused) What? 

Aric: The thing that goes on the bottom of the tree to make it stand up straight. 

(points to tree) It can’t balance on the stump. 

EJ: (looks between Aric and the tree stump) 

Cole: (glares at EJ) Oh, the thing the mortal tried to sell us, but you were all like, 

nah, we don’t need that. 

EJ: (waves off his concern) Chill. I’m sure we have something we can use. 

Me: (folds legs up on the couch, getting comfy) This is hilarious. 

Raven: Did the readers have actual questions or are they happy to just watch this shit 

go down? 

Me: (watches EJ and Cole try to straighten the tree) One reader wanted to know if 

anyone has any secret hobbies, but I think this is so much funnier. 
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Aric: EJ’s hobby is pissing us off. 

Raven: That’s not a secret. 

Aric and Raven: (clink glasses) 

 

After what feels like forever, EJ and Cole finally straightened the tree. Well, as straight as it 

will get. It still leans a little to one side.  

 

 Cole: (bends at the waist sucking deep breaths) That tree is insanely heavy. 

 EJ:  (slaps him on the back) You’ve been in the Heavens too long, Reaper. 

 River: (claps hands with excitement) Now we decorate! 

EJ: I’m gonna need a drink first. Who’d have thought impressing a handful of 

soulmates would be so much frickin’ work. 

 

EJ crosses to a minibar, which is more of a side table stacked with various liquor bottles and 

busies himself mixing drinks. River drags the boxes of decorations closer to the tree.  

 

 Cole: How does this work exactly? 

 River: (holds up a bauble) You hang them on the branches like this (demonstrates) 

 Cole: (takes a bauble) Seems easy enough.  

 

I have a sudden vision of all the decorations smashing on the floor when the tree falls over.  

 

 Raine: Just don’t overdo it, otherwise it’ll look like vomit. 

 Cole:  Way to make a guy feel special, Raine. 

 Raine: (gives death stare) 
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 Me:  (braces for a flying dagger) 

 Raine: (picks up a bauble and…tosses it at the tree) 

 

EJ walks back and forth, handing out drinks as the others continue decorating the tree. Now 

that Raine isn’t throwing daggers, I hop up from the couch to help. Things are going 

smoothly, a little too smoothly. I can’t help expecting someone to do something stupid.  

 

 Me:  (looks to Raven, who’s still seated) You’re not going to help? 

 Raven: (soft smile on his face) I’m good. 

 

He says it in such a thoughtful tone, as though watching his makeshift family hang 

decorations on the Christmas tree brings him more joy than participating.  

 

 Me: (accepts a drink from EJ) So, what present did you get Hailee? 

EJ: (adjusts his beanie) I got her special edition hardcovers of her favorite books. 

I’m not sure if supporting her obsession with strapping, half-naked heroes is 

wise, but (shrugs) it makes her happy. 

Me: Trust me, it’s wise. Every girl loves hardcovers. 

Aric: (standing beside the couch) If Hailee can support your dumbass obsession 

with a car, the least you can do is buy her expensive books. 

EJ:  (gasps) Leave Stella out of this. 

Me: (laughs) What about you, Aric? What did you buy Willow? 

Aric: (sips drink) 

Me: … 

Aric: … 
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EJ: (shakes Aric’s shoulders) The suspense is killing us, Ric. 

Aric: (mumbles something) 

Me: (leans closer) Sorry? 

Aric: I asked Raine to make her a bracelet that matches mine. 

Me:  (heart melts) That’s so sweet. 

Aric: (grumbles to himself before having another drink) 

Me: (turns to Raine) What did you— 

Raine: (shots imaginary daggers my way) Don’t even go there. 

EJ: Rae probably made him a special dagger to use when they— 

River: (high pitch squeak) Eww! Brother alert! I don’t need to hear about their after-

business hours activities. 

 

Everyone except Raine laughs. She looks pissed. Oops! 

 

 Me: Okay, how about you, Raven? What did you get Tayla? 

Raven: (relaxes farther into the couch) I got her a personalized bottle of that wine she 

likes. Signature edition, not released to the public. 

 

These guys may look all tough on the outside, but they’re totally mush on the inside. We 

continue chatting away about random things while decorating the tree, and the hours tick by. 

  

 River: (stands back and admires the tree) We’re done! 

 Me: (frowns) You forgot to decorate the top. 

 Everyone: (looks confused) 

 Cole:  As in, on the very top of the tree? 
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 Me:  Yeah, mortals usually put something on the top, like a star or an…ah, angel. 

 Aric: (spits drink) 

 River: (looks horrified) 

 EJ: (steps forward) Well, I’m the obvious choice. I’m an angel and a star. 

 Raven: (groans) How the hell do you survive outside the Heavens? 

Raine: (mumbles something about wishing she had a dagger) 

Cole:  (leans his arm on EJ’s shoulder) I think it’s a decorative star or angel, brother. 

Not a real one.  

EJ:  A real one would be way more fun. 

Aric: Are you volunteering for us to stick a tree up your ass?  

EJ: … 

River: What about a— 

EJ: Nope. No flamingoes on the tree. 

Aric: Or bright-ass floral arrangements. 

Cole: (gaze darts between EJ and Aric looking awkward) 

Raine: (mumbles something else as she strides out of the room) 

 

While Raine’s missing, the remaining Guardians debate the merits of having an angel on the 

tree in a house full of angels. Raine returns, carrying something wrapped in a black cloth. At 

the tree, she unfurls her wings and hovers at the top. I lean to one side to try and catch a 

glimpse of the ornament, but I can’t see. Raine slowly lowers back to the floor and everyone 

looks up.  

 

Everyone: (stunned silence).  
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Given how the metal on the ornament sparkles in the firelight, it must be Purah. Its thin, wire-

like frame extends from a base in six distinct branches, each topped with a perfectly crafted 

star. Not a normal, mortal looking star, but one like Raine makes for her— 

  

Me: (looks to Raine) You made this. 

 Raine: (shrugs one shoulder) 

 River: (tilts head) One for each of us. 

Me: (confused) Six Guardians? 

 EJ: (wraps an arm around Cole’s shoulders) Welcome to the family, Reaper. 

 Raven: (stands before the tree, beaming with pride) It’s perfect, Raine. 

 

The front door suddenly opens, and laughter fills the hall as the soulmates bustle in with their 

shopping. They gush over the decorated tree and place the beautifully wrapped presents 

beneath it. After greeting them, I slip out the door to leave, but Raven catches me on the 

porch. 

 

 Raven: (hands in pockets) Thanks again for dropping by. 

Me:  I had a great time and I think the readers will enjoy this snippet. It feels like a 

big, happy, albeit chaotic family in there. 

 Raven: (peers back at the house with a warm smile) It sure does. 

 

Raven gives me a kiss on the cheek, and we say our goodbyes before he walks back inside. 

As I stroll down the driveway to my car, I glimpse of a shadowy figure standing at edge of 

the estate between two towering pine trees. I don’t need to see the face to know who it is. His 

low, regal bow gives it away. 
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