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Interview with the Guardians Part 1 

 

I sit on a bar stool in the entertainment room of the Guardian mansion waiting for the others 

to arrive. It’s late, close to midnight and I’m not even sure how I’m still awake. Yet, here I 

am. To be honest, I’m a little nervous about how this will go down. Soft rock music plays 

from a hidden speaker, and I can’t help but think EJ put it on for me. It’s not exactly his style 

but I’m thankful he’s not making me listen to thumping party beats that’ll likely give me a 

migraine. Behind the bar, EJ whips up a cocktail he swears I’ll like. When I told him earlier 

that I love cosmopolitans he almost fainted. Apparently, Fate likes pink fancy drinks, 

therefore he’s wary of anyone else who drinks them. 

 

EJ:  (places a short glass on the bar top in front of me with a nod) 

Me:  (frowns) Is that cucumber? 

EJ:  Yep. Give it a go. 

 

Packed around a heap of ice are bits of cucumber, lime and mint. So much that I’ll probably 

spill it all down my top when I take a sip. EJ leans back against the counter waiting, a smug 

look on his face. 
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Me:  (braves a tentative sip without swallowing a chunk of cucumber or spilling it) 

That’s surprisingly yum. Tarty, but not too much. Is it gin? 

EJ:  Yep. I heard you like it. 

 

Who told him that? It doesn’t matter. I do like gin and I think I just found a new favorite 

drink. I take another sip. Satisfied with my reaction, EJ gets to work on pouring more drinks 

just as the other Guardians enter the room. Raven walks in first, followed by Aric, then River 

and Raine. 

 

Raven: (addresses me) You made it. 

Me:  I did. Thanks for getting everyone together. 

Raven: It’s the least we can do after…you know. 

Me:  (nods, knowing exactly what he’s talking about) 

 

Aric perches on a bar stool beside me, while River and Raven collect their drinks and sit on a 

sofa each. Raine hangs back by the pool table, but she gives me a slight chin tip. I want to 

chat with her alone, but now’s not the time. 

 

Aric:  (turns to me) So, what do you need from us? 

EJ:  Apparently the readers have questions. Like a whole heap of them. They’re 

probably just for me though, so you can sit back and listen to my epic answers. 

River:  I bet they have favorites. 

EJ:  Who appreciate music recorded this decade. 

Aric:  And who wear normal fucking clothes. 
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River:  (peers at his shirt then back at Aric) You guys are just jealous of my sense of 

style. 

Aric:  (snorts) Yeah, man, that’s it. So much we need to wear shades around you to 

hide our jealousy. 

EJ:  (leans over bar to fist bump Aric) 

Raven: (to me) Ignore those idiots. What do the readers want to know? 

 

I place my drink down and pull out the list of questions. Cole strolls into the room with a 

half-eaten cupcake in his hand. 

 

Cole:  What’d I miss? 

EJ:  I swear to Fate, Reaper, Hails is gonna punch you in the face if you keep 

swiping her cupcakes. 

Cole:  (with a mouth full of cake) I can’t help it. They’re so good. 

Aric:  I notice you didn’t bring any for us. 

Cole:  (holds out what’s left to Aric) 

Aric:  Pass. 

Raven: Will you guys shut the hell up so we can get this started? 

 

Everyone quiets down. Cole shoves the remaining cake in his mouth, dusts off his hands then 

takes a seat beside River. 

 

Me:  (addresses Raven) Is Gabe coming? 

Raven: (shakes head) 

Me:  Oh, okay. Right, first question. Do any of you have favorite TV shows? 
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Movies? Hobbies? The readers asked if you watch shows like Arrow or 

Supernatural? 

EJ:  Tay-Tay loves shows like that. But Rave here can only operate one button and 

it’s the frickin’ Die Hard channel. 

Raven: Bullshit. I know how to change the channel. 

EJ:  (cocks his brow at Raven) That’s if you can figure out how to turn on the TV. 

Raven: (gives EJ the finger) 

Me:  What do you do to relax? 

EJ:  In or out of the bedroom? 

Me:  (rolls eyes at EJ) Out. 

EJ:  (laughs and motions around the room) You’re looking at it. 

Aric:  Pretty much, hang out here. EJ hogs the TV during baseball season and 

River’s always trying to change the music. Raine kicks EJ’s ass at pool. 

EJ:  What’s your issue with baseball? 

Aric:  It’s boring as shit and— 

River:  I watched Arrow with Tayla. That dude is kickass. (points between Aric and 

Raven) and those Supernatural brothers remind me of you two. 

 

Instantly the conversation halts and everyone stares open mouth at River. Including me. 

 

River:  (holds his hands up) What? They do. 

Aric:  You can’t compare Raven and me to a mortal TV show. 

River: Have you seen it? 

Aric:  I don’t need to. 

River:  (stands up) I’ll show you. We can watch an episode now. 
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We’re getting way off track here, and if I don’t divert us back to the questions, I’ll be here all 

night binging on Supernatural. Which wouldn’t be so bad, but it isn’t why I came. 

 

Me:  Maybe it’s best if we watch after we finish answering the questions? 

River:  Oh, yeah, sure (sits back down) 

Raven: (gives me a nod to continue) 

Me:  Okay, (looks at EJ) the readers want to know more about your love for the 

beach. And maybe if you’d like to try surfing? 

 

Everyone laughs, including me. 

 

EJ:  (pales) Who gave them that idea? Did you write that? I hate the frickin’ beach. 

And surfing? No frickin’ way. You can’t surf in jeans and there’s no way I’m 

wearing…(shudders) shorts. The only reason I endure sand is ‘cause Hails 

loves it. 

Me:  Aw, that’s sweet. 

EJ:  And totally badass. 

Me:  (smirks) Of course, it is. (turns to Aric) If you could take a vacation anywhere 

in the mortal realm, where would it be? 

Aric:  (sips his drink, thinking) I’d take Willow to a remote log cabin surrounded by 

wilderness. Tall trees and all that shit. A place where it snows so much, we 

never leave the cabin. Willow misted us to Canada last winter and I could see 

us going again. She likes the forests there. 

EJ:  She has you wrapped around her finger. 
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Aric:  Like Hailee has you? 

EJ:  (shrugs) I can’t lie. 

Me:  (looks to Cole) Cole, have you ever escorted a soul to the Heavens and 

wondered how they got in? 

Cole:  (looks to Aric) Remember that Chosen Fate assigned you last year? Loser 

Leon. The thought of taking his soul to the Heavens didn’t thrill me. 

Aric:  Turned out you didn’t need to. 

 

(awkward silence) 

 

Me:  Okaaaay. Um, (looks to River, feeling a little embarrassed about this next 

question) River, the readers what to know what’s up with your wardrobe. 

(side-eyes Aric) Not that there’s anything wrong with what River wears. 

They’re just curious. 

Aric:  (holds back a smirk, not very well) 

River:  I like what I like. Only Fate knows how long we’ll be in the mortal realm, so I 

may as well enjoy it. 

Me:  And has the DJ played your request yet at SubZero? 

 

(the other Guardians groan in unison) 

 

River:  Not yet. (exaggerated pout) It’s only a matter of time. I think she’s warming 

up to me. 

EJ:  Rave, we better hurry and save Blaine. 

Raven: Agreed. 
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As the Guardians go back and forth about the likelihood of the DJ ever playing River’s 

request, I double check my list to make sure I asked all the questions. Oh, I missed one. 

 

Me:  (looks over at Raine, who’s spinning a throwing star around her index finger) 

Raine? A reader asked how you’re going. 

Raine:  Fine. 

EJ:  Weeeeelllll… 

 

It all happens so fast. A throwing star wizzes across the room, EJ yelps and ducks for cover, 

the star slams into the wall behind the bar. Raine pushes off the pool table and leaves the 

entertainment room without another word. 

 

Me:  Um… 

EJ:  (stands, adjusts his beanie, then places his hand on my forearm) Don’t worry 

about her. She’s been extra touchy lately, you know with…(grimaces) how 

you’re making her the center of attention and all. 

Me:  (nods in understanding) Oh. Right. 

Aric:  (hops off the stool to stand facing me) Is that all you need? 

Me:  Sure is. The rest are for your soulmates. 

EJ:  (leaps onto the bar and tries to snatch the list out of my hand) 

Me:  (jerks the list back just in time) No peeking. 

EJ:  Why? What are the questions? What are you asking Hails? Is it about me? 

Me:  (shoves list in pocket) I’m not telling. 

EJ:  (climbs off the bar) It’s fine. She’ll tell me, anyway. (he frowns) I think. 
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The Guardians place their empty glasses on the bar top as EJ packs up the bottles and 

condiments he used. I slide off the stool and reach for my drink to finish it, only to realize I 

already had. That could be why I feel so relaxed. It also could be the company. 

 

Me:  Thanks for answering those questions. 

Aric:  Anytime, you know that. 

EJ:  (rounds the bar to wrap an arm around my shoulder, pulling me in for a hug) 

I’m their favorite, aren’t I? You can tell me. I won’t brag about it to the others. 

Much. 

Me:  (a little lightheaded from either the alcohol or having EJ’s arm around me) I’ll 

never tell. 

EJ:  (chuckles and releases me) (that smug smirk is back) Knew it. 

 

EJ claps Cole on the shoulder and they both head out. River waves bye and leaves the 

entertainment room with Aric. Raven hangs back, hands in his jean pockets. He waits for the 

others to leave before speaking. 

 

Raven: (frowns) You’re not planning to interview Blaine, are you? 

Me:  The readers have questions for him. 

Raven: Doesn’t mean you need to ask them. 

Me:  True. But if he’s willing… 

Raven: I don’t like the idea of you speaking with him alone. 

Me:  It’s fine. It’s not like I haven’t before. 

 



Interview with the Guardians Part 1 – the Guardians 
 

© 2020 Cassie Laelyn 

9 

(Raven doesn’t look convinced) 

 

Raven: I’ll come with you. 

Me:  You don’t need to do that. I’ll be fine. 

Raven: I wasn’t offering. 

Me:  (realizes will never win this argument) Okay. I’d appreciate that, thanks. 

Raven: It’s settled then. (gives me a nod) I’ll go let Tayla know you’re ready for 

them. 

 

Raven turns to leave but pauses at the door. 

 

Me:  …. 

Raven: Thank you for…you know, bringing Tayla to me. 

Me:  (confused) That was all Fate. 

Raven: (nods) I know (walks out the door) 
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